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Zing, Zang, Zoom, we are into 2026! Happy New Year 

to us all and what a momentous year it’s going to be 

with the 250th Anniversary of United States of America 

and the world cup for soccer here in the Northern hemi-

sphere. What a wonderful year this will be!   

We have started off the year strong with four new club satellite 

members and four Kiwanis dinner type members, and we have two 

more in waiting. With this kind of new influx of members, we will 

start to feel the effect of their new blood and their new enthusiasm. 

We are off to a great start, in January, we have many activities in 

action. One of our biggest events is going to be the Empty Bowl din-

ner which is scheduled for February 1st. There is a flyer in this 

newsletter explaining that we will be looking for personnel to help 

and of course the tickets are just about sold out. The other exciting 

news is we will complete a total family of SLP (Service Leadership 

Programs) with a new Builders Club in Liberty Middle School and a 

new K-Kids in the Ashland Elementary School. This kind of new de-

velopment in our Kiwanis world will make us closer to our children 

that we want to support and give our members many opportunities.  

Happy New Year to everyone—let’s begin. Bill 

Mark              

February 1st       

on your calendar 

for our            

Empty Bowls   

Celebration         

at Oakdale 

Tickets are        

required            

See page 6 



 

 

Monday   January 19, 2026       6:15 PM 

Speaker: Mike Carter 

President—Ashland Kiwanis Charitable Foundation 

Meeting in Estes Dining Hall Trustee/Worsham Room  

Monday  January 5, 2026  6:15 PM 

Speaker: Faye Pritchard 

Ashland District—Hanover Board of Supervisors 

Meeting in Estes Dining Hall Trustee/Worsham Room  

   Monday          January 26, 2026  6:30 PM 

Club Board of Directors Meeting 

    All Current Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs please attend 

Duncan Memorial Church 

COMING EVENTS  
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Empty Bowls    February 1  4:30 pm  Oakdale 

Capital District Mid-Year Conf. February 27  Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Resort 

Karwanis Car Show   May 16  Junction Center Parking Lot 



                                            

 

  

Orvis Peter Hadley 

Preferred Nickname: Any of these 

Spouse: Georgia Hadley 

 

Occupation: Retired from Quality Equipment, LLC, a John Deere Dealership with 

Headquarters in Fuquay Varina, NC where I worked as a Controller for 35 locations 

with Thirty Two (32) in North Carolina, Two (2) in South Carolina and  One (1) loca-

tion in Chesapeake, Virginia 

 Home: Ashland 

What are your hobbies or spare time activities:  Audio Books, Walking, Biking, 
Traveling  

 

Other interesting facts: Born in Derry, Northern Ireland, Father was in the Navy, 
oldest of 6 children. Married to my wife Georgia for 55 years, we had two children 
one boy, one girl, our daughter passed away from a tumor of the brain stem when 
she was 16. Mmy son lives in Fairfax, VA with two children one boy and one girl. 

We moved to Virginia to be closer to the Grand-
children, but did not want to live in Fairfax, VA, 
so this gets us close enough so we can go for 
visits and attend their activities. 

 
  Email:     Niobe823@aol.com 

 New Member Report 
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Madelin Regina McMahon 

Preferred Nickname: Madeline 

Spouse: Greg Fleehart 

 

Occupation:  Owner: Madeline Fleehart Consultaning, LLC 

Home: Ashland 

 

What are your hobbies or spare time activities?  I like to be creative! I like doing 
artsy things, and I also enjoy spending time with the two dogs I have rescued.  
 

Other interesting facts: Joining as “Synctivate, Inc.”.  I am an active member of Pink 
Boots Society Richmond Chapter (non-profit for women in craft beer), Delta Kappa 
Gamma - Gamma Nu (not-for-profit for women educators), Market Ashland Partner-
ship (non-profit for Ashland and surrounding area businesses), and I volunteer my 
time with SCORE chapters. 

 

Email:    madeline@beerpaysthebills.com 
 

  

Madeline has joined as a member of our Satellite 
Club 

 New Member Report 



                                            

 

  

Peter Van Vleet 

Preferred Nickname: Pete 

Spouse: Marcia Apperson 

 

Occupation:  Communications/Media/Marketing 

 

Home: Ashland 

What are your hobbies or spare time activities:  Reading 

 

Other interesting facts: Serves with the Friends of the Library 

 

 Email:    vanvleetpete@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Pete has joined as a member of our Satellite Club 

 New Member Report 
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 Club Christmas Social 
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The Kiwanis Christmas Social on December 15th was a warm and festive gathering 
that brought members together to celebrate the season of giving and friendship. 
Filled with good cheer, laughter, and holiday spirit, the evening provided a chance 
to relax, connect, and reflect on the service we shared throughout the year. It was a 
joyful reminder of the strong sense of community that makes Kiwanis so special 
during the holidays.  

Photos courtesy of Ed Hutchinson 



 

A New Year Has Begun and Time to Look Ahead 
 

The strains of Auld Lang Syne have disappeared now, and we are moving into a new 
calendar year filled with some plans for club activities and projects in the coming months 
as well as, undoubtedly, new opportunities for service.   
 
As we move forward with our activities, we are fortunate in that our Club has guidelines 
to help with our focus and actions - The Objects of Kiwanis.  Most members have seen 
or read these six Objects at one time or another.  They are imbedded in the bylaws of 
both Kiwanis International (Article 2 Objects) and the Kiwanis Club of Ashland (Article 1 
Name and Objects, Section 1.2). 
 
These Objects are: 
 

To give primacy to the human and spiritual, rather than to the material values of life. 
To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships. 
To promote the adoption and application of higher social, business and professional 

standards. 
To develop, bye precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive and serviceable 

citizenship. 
To provide a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, 

and to build a better community. 
To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism 

which makes possible the increase of righteousness, justice, patriotism and goodwill. 
 
These objects, or guidelines, reinforce the fact that the primary purpose of Kiwanis is to 
improve the quality of life for children and their families worldwide. 
 

For more than one hundred years, our Club has used these guidelines to di-
rect its legacy of service.  Hopefully, we will continue to adhere to them as we 
move forward throughout our second century of helping others. 

Time to Look Ahead 

Page  8 

                                            

Words of Wisdom  

Life is the only game where the object of the game 

Is to figure out what the rules are. 

Tom Seely 



 
 Holiday Greetings 
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To all of our Members, Families, Friends and Associates 



 

 

                                             

Club Officers 

Club Directors 

PRESIDENT 

Bill Barga 

804-894-2249 

barga@verizon.net 

 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Drew Molloy 

804-382-0465 

drewmolloy1023@gmail.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Bill Hefele 

804-363-0334 

whefeledds@yahoo.com 

 

TREASURER 

Ed Cooper 

804-798-2990 (H) 

coopere0911@earthlink.net 

 

SECRETARY 

Suzanne DuBose 

804-564-3343 

kiwanisashlandva@gmail.com 

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Ed Hutchinson 

804-569-9485 

arlofarkus@verizon.net 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Mike Fonseca 

804-677-4825 

mike@fonsecaconsultingservices.com 

2025/2026 

2024/2026 

2025/2027 

John Myers   Cheri Shehane 

PJ Edmonds   Pam Sopall 

Published monthly by Kiwanis Club of Ashland 

P. O. Box 2045    Ashland, VA 23005 

Editor: Ranny Robertson – ashlandkiwanis@gmail.com 

Kiwanis Club of Ashland Standing Committees  

 

Aktion Club — Suzanne DuBose 

Anthem LemonAid — Bill Barga 

Ashland Train Day — PJ Edmonds 

BBQ — PJ Edmonds 

Dinner Meeting Raffle — John Hartman 

FB/Instagram—Mike Fonseca & Suzanne DuBose 

Food Drive — Suz Morrison & Suzanne DuBose 

Fund Raising Committee — Bill Barga 

Holiday Parade — Ranny Robertson/John Myers 

House Committee—John Myers 

Interclub Committee— 

Kar-Wanis Car Show— Roy Mills 

Membership & Education — Bill Hefele 

Newsletter —Ranny Robertson  

Perfect Attendance Program--Kyle Hendricks  

PR/Communications — Mike Fonseca 

Quartermaster — Larry Ham 

Reading Mentors — Michael Kelly 

Scholarship Committee –Bill Hefele 

Service Leadership Programs—Roy Mills 

Speakers  —Troy Aronhalt & Charlie Peterson 

Steak  Dinner — PJ Edmonds & Larry Ham 

Website Administrator — Mike Fonseca 

 

Foundation Officers 

PRESIDENT  VICE PRESIDENT 

Mike Carter  George Smith 

 

TREASURER  SECRETARY 

Ranny Robertson Ed Hutchinson 

Foundation Directors 

John Hartman   Suz Morrison 

Roy Mills   Mike Carter 

Don August Jody Korman  Bill Hamner  

Mike Kelly  John Dwyer        Bill Barga 


